NEERS Business Meeting

8 March, 2004  Burlington Vermont

Meeting called to order by NEERS President Marshall Pregnall at 16:15  

Secretary’s report was presented summarizing the Spring ’03 meeting in Fairhaven. A motion was made to accept the Secretary’s report, MSV.
Treasurer’s Report was presented by David Burdick. Fairhaven’s Spring ’03 meeting had an exceptionally large turn out, as is the case with many of our recent joint meetings.  The turn out for this meeting is respectable, especially for a meeting earlier in the year and at a non-coastal location, with 74. Hope to  break even for this meeting.
Where is the money? This meeting brought in $1,900 in sponsorship/ underwriting  plus SEA Grant (MIT and Woods Hole) proffered $700 ($500 and $200) to student travel awards to help students attend NEERS. Members donated $1,235 to the various student award funds. The student account has a healthy $25,315 balance in a savings account. NEERS checking account has $10,130. 
Food Choices: The buffet option has led to the redundancy of Pregnall’s rule since the choice is now bi-trophic unless there is some way to attach bar codes and scan food choices. 

Motion made to accept Treasurer’s Report, MSV.

Old Business: Concerning the migration to electronic announcements, there has been some glitches. Currently there is about a 15% return on emails. Also, the change in servers nullified the previous email list and it is taking some time to build it back up, ( NEERS list serve has somewhere around 80-100 names currently). So there is a bit of a dilemma- snail mail is an expensive and labor intensive route for announcements and electronic dissemination is not complete enough and takes a great deal of energy to maintain, So for awhile we will probably have to do both methods but going for redundancy will prevent some people from being excluded or lost.  During the Executive Committee meeting, this topic was discussed to some length. One suggestion was to send out a postcard announcing an upcoming NEERS meeting/event with the web page address to get more information and to register. There would also be a non-electronic option offered, (contact NEERS to get a paper copy of info).    

New Business: Veronica Berounsky and Walter Berry have, surprisingly, agreed to take on hosting another, (the third!) Block Island extravaganza. Veronica reports, again surprisingly, the Spring House is delighted to have NEERS back. The dates of the meeting are October 21-23 with the bonus of the special room rate being available for NEERSians both the Wednesday night before and the Saturday night after the meeting pending availability. Rates will be $125 per person per night and includes all meals. Second person in each room is $78 pp.  Veronica would like to hear ideas –themes on the special session.

NEERSians should note elections will be held at this autumn’s meeting. Linda Deegan, as past president, will be leading the nomination ‘committee’ and is entertaining names for officers. 

Hint, hint: A Spring ’05 meeting site has not been selected or offered. Any ideas or volunteers are most welcome. St john New Brunswick was mention but spring may not be the best time of year, (as spring does not usually ‘arrive’ until June). Wellfleet and Duxbury were also mentioned.

ERF ‘ 03 was held in Seattle Washington and there was a respectable contingent of  NEERSians in attendance. The conference was the largest yet. Students awarded NEERS Nierring Travel Awards were most grateful. NEERS also made a contribution to the student mixer, a gesture much appreciated by ERF. Students enjoyed the mixer and were able to hear from researchers working in the field and how they got to where they were.   

ERF ’05 will be October 16-20 in Norfolk, Virginia. ERF ’07 will return to NEERS country and be in Providence, RI. Giancarlo Cicchetti is one of the chief organizers and he would love to set up a planning group, any NEERSian wishing to serve on this group, (there will be lots of email exchanges, not really a meeting-intensive sort of commitment) Hoping to have a regional flavour, have the event  affordable and have useful presentations. 

Estuaries: The journal is going well with more pages and more citations than ever. 

ERF Governing Board Meeting is in April in Portland Oregon. Pam Neubert will be attending and participating in the board training being offered. If anyone would like issues raised at the Governing Board meeting, please let Pam know. It should be noted Anne Giblin just stepped down as ERF president after a fruitful and distinguished term.

ECSA meeting is in Australia in a few months. ERF may be able to offer some travel awards for those interested in attending. 

New Business: Executive Committee discussed the possibility of having an ex officio student representative on the ExComm, (ex officio because the constitution does not currently allow for a student representation). Hope to have a student representative for the Block Island meeting, selected by the president. It should be noted that a student is welcome to serve as an officer.

Newletter is hopefully out in May.

President Pregnall asked if there were any issues from the floor. Hearing none, a motion was made to adjourn. MSV.  Meeting adjourned at 16:55.

Addendum: Student Award Winners

Rankin: Grace Hung, McGill University, The Importance of Geochemical Normalization in the Interpretation of Trace Metal Sediment Data: An Example from Salt Marshes of the Bay of Fundy 

(also notable for the first NEERSian to have a giant blueberry in their presentation)

 

Warren: Leanna Heffner, Vassar College, Effects of Hypoxia on Algal Glutamine Synthetase Activity in Coastal Pond Cores

 

Dean: Jeffrey Doris, University of Vermont, A Watershed Classification System Using Hierarchical Artificial Neutral Networks for Diagnosing Watershed Impairment at Multiple Scales

 

Ketchum: Andy Casper, Université Laval, Life on the Edge: Growth and Ecophysiology of Dreissena in the Estuarine Transition Zone of the St. Lawrence River

  

Nierring Travel Awards:  (I think these are correct- Dave only provided me with first names) Jamail El-dean Ajaj, John Eyzaguirre, Vicky Fredericks, Leanna Heffner,  Grace Hung, Paula Noel, Kate Williams
Stickle Back Award: Cindy Delpapa
