NEERS Business Meeting

22 October, 2004

Block Island, RI

Meeting called to order by Marshall Pregnall, (out going Pres) at 16:20

Pam Neubert mentioned there is a raffle and showcased the goods up for raffle. Proceeds to go to student endowment.

During a slight pause for tech transfer,  the membership was urged to sign on for the NEERS list serve again because the list serve was lost in the server transfer. Can take all of the emails we have in data base and put them on the list for people who would than receive a notice they are on the list serve.

Secretary’s Report: provided by C Delpapa. Minutes of Burlington meeting presented. Motion made to accept minutes.  MSV 

Treasurer’s Report: D Burdick provided the report. This meeting has 117 attendees– a relatively healthy turnout but not a record.(main land co-meeting with LI Sound had 225). This meeting had strong pre-registration with only 14 on-site registration, (before web it was about 30% pre-registration) though this may be do the ferry correction factor. Meeting budget is still in flux with about $400 worth of checks in the mail. Have donations of about $1,500 ( ENSR 250, YSI 500, NORTEK 100, SEA Grant 600 plus MJ doing the visuals). EPA made copies of abstracts (Walter manning the copier) pro bono. YSI and ENSR gave goodies to raffle off. Postcards worked well and cost only about $400 versus old way of copying entire announcement, mailing at costs of $1200 plus. Donations to student funds for this meeting are $470 including $140 from dues to bring the student endowment total to $26,502. 

Food is as follows 48 fish, Meat 40, Veggie 8, Vegan 1. 

Motion made to accept Treasurer’s Report- MSV

NEERS Elections: Nominating Committee’s slate has President elect candidates Robert Buchsbaum (who claims to be thrilled to be asked to run for pres, Robert has been a NEERS member for 17 years during which time he served as Treasurer/Secretary and served on ExComm. RB apparently queried past presidents on the qualities needed to be successful pres. Responses included having a sense of humour and being good at twisting arms also being out spoken at ERF meetings. Other endearing comments including kind words for Jim Kremer. Need to keep the meetings interesting, timely and high quality. Continue NEERS famous collegiality, provide more info- something the web can do).  Jim Kremer is also running but he is in Brazil at the moment so his stand on issues is not known and his view of the presidency can only be guessed at.

The two candidates for treasurer are Steve Hale and Ed Dettmer (who is just getting back from China today and not in attendance). Steve explained a vote for him was a vote for Ed and vice versa since they are in the same lab and hope to share duties.

Cindy Delpapa for secretary- unopposed. 

Nominations from the floor requested- none offered. Members reminded they are welcome to write in a candidate on the ballot.

Paper ballots provided to membership. Ballots collected fastidiously. Votes counted accurately and recorded.

Election results: R. Buchsbaum for President, S Hale for Treasurer, and C Delpapa for Secretary.

Old business:

List serve- we will be signing people up. No one appears to be having trouble down loading materials. NEERS will send just post card announcements for next meeting announcing the availability of material on the web. If this is successful this will likely be the method used for the foreseeable future  Ex Comm will work with Ron to get registration to work well. 

Spring ’05 Meeting update (provided during afternoon beak by S. MacFarland) will be on the Cape at the Captains Quarters in Eastham, April 28-30. Highlights will include a clam bake and a tour of MA Audubon’s Wellfleet Sanctuary by Robert Buchsbaum. Hope to have an all day Thursday symposium on watersheds. Also hope to get MBL to be a host

ERF Update: Janice Burnes is here from ERF. It is an intense time for ERF as they are planning for their future including:  How big should ERF get? ERF can get bigger with emphasis on international members. There is talk about translating Estuaries into Spanish since most international members speak Spanish. Also looking at how ERF and affiliates work together/ relate (beer may have been a factor in no definitive consensus being reached). There is also a discussion about providing $1000 to affiliates to have special sessions (like Steve Threkold’s talk tomorrow) Janice would like to show the value of this proposal to ERF by having feedback on Steve’s talk to present to ERF Board. 

(Suggest NEERS add all governing board members on to our list serve. Will ask Ron if he will do this task)

Discussions have occurred about ERF’s education web page not living up to its potential so if people have ideas or materials to be added please speak up and get in contact with ERF.  Any more questions about/get involved with ERF see Pam.

ERF abstract submittal open Jan 5, 2005 for Autumn 05 meeting and registration for 05 should just be up now. There will be INFO ON SPECIAL SESSIONS, SYMPOSIA, etc. If anyone is interested in a special workshop, please let ERF know ASAP. ERF is meeting in Morfold, VA in a few weeks to scope out things.

ERF 07 is in Providence RI, with NEERSians Giancarlo Cicchetti and Jim Lattimer as co-chairs, in November. Still talking about a theme. Have established a Program Advisory Council from around the world to assist and if interested in being on this Council please let Giancarlo/Jim know. There will be an advisory committee formed from this group. Hope all NEERSians will attend and support. 

Meeting turned over to Pam Neubert as new president.

Student representative: Jamie Vaudrey is NEERS first student rep. Giancarlo have been taking the lead in exploring the role of student rep. He has surveyed other affiliates to see what student reps do. Of course they are student oriented. They represent students at Ex Comm meetings, reach out to existing student members to hear their ideas, concerns, and also to try to recruit new student members. New/additional opportunities for students: could help plan and run meetings, run for office, or take over select activities. There are lots of places a student rep can go to improve the Society. Having a student rep is really good for NEERS- lots of value added. Suggests student rep help with Ex Comm candidate selection along with past president. Student rep will probably serve two years and be appointed by president though this could be changed with each new president. Looking for input on how selection should work. Some questions to think about include: should the students be set up separately in the list serve? Ron said there could be a separate list serve for the students so they could network. Consensus easily reached that student rep position is a good idea and good for NEERS. Jamie’s views on the student rep: use NEERS’ list serve to reach out to students to get students to sign on to a special list serve to connect to students, let them know about jobs, meetings, etc plus Jamie can find out what students want from her and NEERS and meetings. She also hopes to solicit other students to help build student membership. Jamie would like to have a student column in the newsletter and will check into AERS and with students about what they want in the column.  Jamie hopes to look into producing a t-shirt to raise money for students or NEERS and also get a new (less lame) logo. Also hope to have the students stick around as they move around. 

Technology Transfer: Ron has a proposal: At the Restore Americas Estuaries meetings last month he saw some mistakes being made during restorations that we in NE had solved and had data and examples. Restore Am Estuaries has a mandate to restore a significant amount of estuaries and to have a significant amount of tech transfer and disseminate innovative methods. 

Coastal America was approached by Ron and asked if they wanted to pull tog a tech transfer document covering what we (NEERS Members) know about wetland restoration to share with the rest of the US. So would like to know if NEERS would like to partner with Coastal Am to produce a document (web or other ) on coastal restoration. There is a NOAH entity (Coastal Estuary Technology) that might be another partner. Ron proposes that a proposal be drafted and sent around and move forward with this. Motion moved Second Voted.

New business: none raised

Newsletter is late because a certain individual (our past pres) has yet to submit his article.

MSV to adjourn at 18:35 

Awards for Autumn 04

Ketchum: Lora Harris

Warren: Michael Wielenga

Dean: Debora Fillis

Rankin: Stephen Oravitz

Stickleback: David Burdick

