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Minutes of NEERS Business Meeting
Oct. 25, 2002
Avery Point, Groton, CT

Meeting called to order at 4:35 p.m.

1.	Secretary's report given and accepted.

2.	Treasurer's report given and accepted.

3.	Elections were held.

4.	Undergraduate Poster Award - Marshall Pregnall moved to establish a new undergraduate poster award and to name it in honor of Scott Warren.  Ann Giblin seconded.  Discussion - all other awards are named for deceased people - do we need to kill Scott first?  Motion passed unanimously.  Larry Spencer moved that the undergraduate poster award he held to the same high standards as all of the other awards.  Marshall Pregnall seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

5.	Finances - Linda presented an overview of NEERS financial goals set up in early 1990s:  (1) Don't go broke, (2) Put $5 of every regular membership into endowment, and (3) Pay for awards from interest on endowment.  She then presented a summary of a basic annual budget and showed that we are not accomplishing #2 and #3. We are not losing ground, but are not making progress toward these goals, either.  The Exec. Committee suggests that dues be raised to $20/year.  Robert Buchsbaum made and several people seconded the motion that dues be raised to $20 per year for regular members.  Discussion about not making any more new awards until endowment is where we want it.  We should always put at least $5 into the awards endowment fund.  Motion passed unanimously.

6.	 Changes to the Constitution - Constitution is in the process of being revised. Linda reviewed proposed revisions.  Whole constitution must be voted up or down, so we need to get it right so we can mail out the revised version with the spring meeting announcement. Copy of constitution will be on display at the poster session.  Please make comments.

7.	Spring '03 NEERS meeting - Will be at UMass Dartmouth.  Is being organized by Rodney Rountree and will be sponsored by Umass Dartmouth/New Bedford SeaMast group.  Symposium will be on Mount Hope bay.

8.	Marshal ERF report - Marshall just returned from Seattle where he met with the ERF Governing Board.  One day was dedicated to the Estuaries journal. ERF 2003 will be in Seattle (Sept 14-18, abstracts due 3/3/03), ERF 2005 will be in Norfolk, VA, and ERF 2007 will be in Providence, RI.

9.	New Elected Officers are Cindy DepPapa, secreatary; Pamela Neubert, President-Elect; and David Burdick, Treasurer.

10.	Timing of Spring NEERS meeting -Motion made by Doug Tolderlund and seconded by Ernie Ruber that spring NEERS meeting should be in mid-April.  Discussion ensued about when various undergraduate schools have final exams and graduation.  We don't want to conflict with these, but also don't want it to be so late that students have already graduated.  If it's too early, most will not have had enough time to get their senior theses complete.  The motion was ammended to state that the executive Committee should take into considerationthe timing of the spring meeting with respect to undergraduate scheules.  The original motion was then withdrawn.  More discussion - Put something in the Operations manual.

11.	The new NEERS President, Marshall Pregnall, was installed.

Meeting adjourned at 5:55.

Addendum:

The following students won awards:

Rankin:  Heffner, L.R. and A.M. Pregnall.  Effects of Anoxia on Algal Photosynthesis and Nutrient Release on Coastal Pond Sediments.  Biology department, vassar College, Poughkeepsie, NY

WARREN: Nicholson, R.O. and V.T. Breslin. Sediment Metal Contamination in the West River Memorial Park.  Dept. of Science education and Environmental Studies, Southern Connecticut State University, New Haven, CT.

DEAN:  Sellers, A.M., J.M. Jech and J.A. Tyler.  Environmental Quality of Georges Bank for Atlantic Cod.  Department of Biology and Biotechnology, Worcester polytechnic Institute, MA, and J.M. tech, Northeast Fisheries Science Center, Woods Hole, MA

KETCHUM: Hammerschmidt, C.R., P.H. Balcom, C.H. Lamborg, M.Z. Chung, P.T. Visscher and W.F. Fitzgerald. Methylmercury in Sediment of Long Island Sound.  Dept. of Marine Sciences, University of Connecticut, Groton, Ct.
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State			No. in database
CT
124
DE
1
FL
2
HI
1
IA
1
IN
1
LA
2
MA
138
MD
6
ME
76
MS
2
NH
28
NJ
13
NS (NOVA SCOTIA)
5
NY
34
OH
3
OK
1
OR
3
PA
1
QUEBEC
4
RI
77
SC
1
TX
3
VA
5
UK
41



