Business mtg minutes

Spring 2000

DRAFT

Minutes of NEERS Business meeting

May 20, 2000, Portland, ME

Scott Warren (President) called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.

Secretary’s report was given by Pam Morgan.  It included the most recent numbers on membership by state and by member type (attached).

Treasurer’s report was given by Pam Arnofsky.  PAM: WILL YOU PLEASE SUMMARIZE WHAT YOU SAID?  Pam also stated that she would be willing to continue serving as treasurer (her term is up next fall).  The by-laws say that an officer can’t serve more than two terms (which Pam already has done), so she suggested that a new treasurer could be elected and serve as "Treasurer-Elect" until s/he has been trained by Pam.

President’s Report by Scott Warren
· Report from ERF – 

· Estuaries journal – Scott Warren asked Scott Nixon to give an update. There is currently much discussion about choices for publishing the journal on the web.  Estuaries is on the web now, but as a “silo site,” meaning that it is not hot-linked to other sites.  The question is what publisher ERF should go with- whether it should remain an independent society journal or should be published commercially.  Journals published by commercial publishing houses are very expensive.  Scott encouraged people to check out the Scripps web site, as they have information about the high cost of some journals.  He also mentioned a recent article in the Economist – “Will journal publishers perish?”  Discussion ensued concerning what members can do to help bring the cost of journal subscriptions down.  Suggestions were made that people could (1) refuse to review articles for the overpriced journals, or (2) write letters to the offending journals stating that their prices are too high.

· Student Award funds – We are trying to get this fund to a level of 25K so that student travel awards will be endowed.  

OLD BUSINESS

· Newsletter has been reactivated- Larry Spencer is editor.  Larry asked people to send him contributions to the newsletter, as he would like to publish it twice a year if there is enough news.  The suggestion was made that the newsletter be put on the NEERS web site.  Pam Arnofsky said that she could convert it to a PDF file and then send it to Ron Roza for posting on the web site.

· Web Site  

-Ron Roza had posted two trial versions of the web site, one with frames and one without frames.  More members liked the frames version.  

-Future meeting announcements can be posted on the web site – just send them to Ron. -The following are now posted: Membership forms, pre-registration forms, abstract submission forms, abstracts, bibliography, meeting instruction manual.  

-Job announcements will be able to be posted soon – Ron will put a form on the web site for people to fill out and post.  

-Scott Nixon suggested that Sea Grant web sites should be linked to the NEERS page. 

· NEERS fall 2000 meeting will be held on Block Island November 2-4.  Charlie Roman, Veronica Berounsky and Walter Berry are organizing it.  It will be at the Spring House Hotel - $100/day includes room plus three meals.  Thursday special session is being organized by W. Berry – New England’s Estuaries; Flowing into the 21st Century – Research, Management and Education.  Friday will include talks and the banquet, and Saturday will include talks and an afternoon field trip.

· Spring 2001 – We do not yet have a location for the meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

· Student Awards – Scott Warren suggested that student travel awards be re-activated for travel to the fall 2000 meeting at Block Island.  Three awards of $100 each will be given.  Pam Arnofsky will choose names out of a hat - Students who are presenting a paper are eligible.

Scott W. then presented the idea to members that student awards for best papers and poster should include a membership to ERF (includes online Estuaries journal) plus $75.  (Currently the award is $100 cash).  Discussion followed.  A motion was made by Linda Deegan and seconded by Rich Orson to make the awards (Ketchum, Rankin, Dean) $100 plus a membership to ERF.  Motion passed.

· Membership Directory – Should the NEERS membership list be posted on the web site?  This question was discussed by members.  Concerns were raised about getting junk mail.  Motion was made by Fred Short to post the membership list on the NEERS website but make it so that only ten members can be accessed at a time.  Motion seconded by Larry Spencer.  Motion passed. 

Meeting was adjourned at 

NEERS Membership as of May 20, 2000

State


No. of members

	MA
	124

	CT
	87

	RI
	67

	ME
	51

	NY
	33

	NH
	32

	NJ
	19

	MD
	7

	NS (NOVA SCOTIA)
	5

	DE
	2

	PA
	4

	VT
	2

	VA
	2

	LA
	2

	OH
	1

	TX
	2

	NC
	1

	FL
	2

	MS
	1

	OR
	2

	SC
	2

	UNKNOWN
	21


	Membership status
	Number

	Regular
	317

	Student
	115

	Honorary
	7


Current Executive Committee Members:

	R. Scott Warren
	President

	Fred Short
	Past-President

	Linda Deegan
	President-Elect

	Pamela Morgan
	Secretary

	Pamela Arnofsky
	Treasurer

	Charles Roman
	Member-at Large

	Alan Young
	Historian

	Michele Dionne
	Member-at-Large


Additional Posts:

	Pat Kremer
	Program Chair

	Fred Short
	Web Committee

	Larry Spencer
	Web Committee

Newsletter Editor

	Ron Rozsa
	Web Committee


Postscript:

The Rankin Prize (for best undergraduate paper) was won by Varun Swamy for his paper:

Swamy, Varun and P.E. Fell.  Dept. of Zoology, Connecticut College, New London, CT 06320.  Distribution and abundance of macroinvertebrates and fish on a restoring tidal marsh system after 21 years.

The Dean Prize (for best student poster) this year went to Dana Frank for his paper:

Frank, Dana1, Lisa Ewert2, Sandra Shumway2 and J. Evan Ward1, 1Department of Marine Sciences, University of Connecticut, Groton, CT 06340; 2Southampton College, Long Island University, Southampton, NY 11968.  Effects of clay suspensions on clearance rate in three species of benthic invertebrates.

The Ketchum prize (for best graduate student presentation) went to Kalle Matso for his paper:

Matso, K. and F.T. Short.  Dept. of Natural Resources, University of New Hampshire, Durham, NH, 03824.  Comparing three methods for assessing faunal abundance and species diversity in eelgrass beds: seine, scuba and remote video.
Minutes compiled by Pam Morgan, Secretary
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